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PREVIOUSLY in LOTDK 


In a desperate struggle, the Riddler 


nearly kills the Dark Knight. Though 
recovering quickly, the Dark Knight 
finds his crimefighting spirit seems to 
have left him. But others prove to 
have gained his drive for justice... 


Dear LOTDK, 

LEGENDS OF THE DARK KNIGHT 
#102 was great! It's rare to see the Dark 
Knight caught off guard, but the Spook 
seems to be very good at what he does! 
Clearly, the Spook is one of the craftiest 
foes of Batman, even going so far as to 
use Batman's greatest weapon: fear. 

James Robinson drops right into the 
action with the first murder occurring 
only a few pages into the story. The 
characters immediately begin to play off 
one another's suspicions. Even Bruce 
Wayne can't be certain what exactly is 
going on. Just like the players, we're kept 
a little in the dark about everything that’s 
going on, but that just seems to make us 
empathize even more with the characters. 

The Spook seems to be able to stay 
‘one step ahead of the Dark Knight. | 
really loved the last page, where a tiny 
Batman clings to the side of the mansion, 
thinking, “But there are no such things as 
ghosts.” As the snow falls on the ground, 
you can almost feel the Dark Knight's 
uncertainty and doubt. Perhaps for the 
first time in his career, he truly feels that 
he is not only not in control of the 
situation, but he’s not even sure of what 
to believe. Although he is one of the 
most resourceful characters in the DCU, 
even he, in the end, is just human after 
all. 

Of course, l'm going to be waiting on 
pins and needles for the next installment 
of “Spook.” This is why | love reading 
Batman. 

CHRIS SPINDER 
LOS ANGELES, CA 


Thanks, Chris! You're absolutely right, 
the Spook is quite an engineer when it 
comes to devious plots! Of course, with 
the ending to the story, who knows if 
Ве’! ever соте back? Let's see: no body, 
no identity—well, according to the super- 
villain handbook, that means he gets a 
“killed once, come back for free” pass. 

And yes, the Dark Knight certainly had 
his hands full trying to keep the survivors’ 
claws off one another. Their suspicious 
natures nearly got the better of them. 
But under such circumstances, | suppose 
none of us would be the most pleasant 
people in the world. 
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Dear LOTDK, 

After reading LEGENDS OF THE DARK 
KNIGHT #100 and #101, I’m glad to see 
the return of the multiparter, especially a 
murder mystery! Don’t get me wrong, the 


origin of Dick Grayson as Robin and the 
futuristic Batman tale were both great, 
but | really love seeing the Batman in 
action! 

What makes this story even more 
interesting is the emphasis on Bruce 
Wayne's business life. Though every issue 
of any Batman title is guaranteed to 
showcase the Dark Knight swinging from 
rooftop to rooftop, #5 not often we get a 
glimpse into the business dealings of 
Bruce Wayne, the financial genius. His 
fellow entrepreneurs, David Gracy, Jason 
Maconi, Morris Baron, Cynthia 
Rutherford, and Benjamin Yates, all 
appear to be interesting. Unfortunately, 
poor Sam Vaughn expired before we got 
the chance to know him, but the others 
seem to be tied in to Wayne in some way 
or another that should prove interesting 
over the next few issues. 

Darwin makes a promising henchman. 
Is he the one who's actually doing the 
murders, or is he merely some hired 
muscle? He certainly is able to give the 
Dark Knight a run for his money. What 
will happen if the Spook and Darwin 
double-team Batman? The Spook appears 
to be quite a formidable fighter in his 
own right, and Darwin may be stronger 
than the Batman himself. 

So what is the Spook’s motivation for 
killing all of these guests? It’s certainly 
not some sort of revenge on the Dark 
Knight. There’s some mention of a 
mysterious mission from a few years ago, 
but apparently not even the Spook is sure 
who “killed” him. Since this is а Batman. 
title, and the Spook has need of a hired 
goon, I'm guessing he’s human and not 
an actual ghost. Besides, he does appear 
to be solid and not an immaterial spirit. 

Anyway, a good start to what pro 
to be a great mystery. | can't wait to see 
what happens next! 
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ТОРО CAGE 
NEW YORK, NY 


Well, yes, Todd. You see, this is how 
the finance game is actually played. You 
get together a bunch of wealthy people, 
start killing them off, and the survivor 
gets all the money! It's kind of like 
Monopoly, only really, really rough. And 
you don't want to know what happens 
when you land on Free Parking. 

All kidding aside, you're right, we 
haven't seen much of Wayne financial 
dealings. However, as mentioned earlier, 
he often doesn't have time to deal with 
the day-in and day-out rigors of free 
enterprise and super-heroics. So he 
picked the safer one, fighting crime! 


Dear LOTDK, 

Wow, ten little Indians, super-hero 
style, eh? So, the Batman is stuck in a 
mansion with a bunch of millionaires, all 
of whom are targeted for death. Pretty 
nifty. 

For as long as | can remember, Batman 


has always been known for his 
powers of observation and 
anticipation. In this case, however, 
the tables are turned. The Spook 
seems to know all about the various 
investors. Не’ really done his 
homework. He's calm, cool, and able 
to stay one step ahead of the Dark 
Knight. 

Paul Johnson's art is beautiful. 
Не able to capture the power of 
Batman without making him an 
overly muscled Mr. Universe 
contender. His characters, while still 
definitely comic-book graphic, have 
a feeling of realism about them. Mr. 
Johnson captures the nuances in an 
expression which gives solidity to 
the figures, making them a little 
more real. 

The Spook was also incredible. 
He was ethereal and airy, yet 
terrifying and harsh at the same 
time. Although | suspect he’s human 
and not a super-powered villain, like 
the Batman, I'm not quite certain. 
The Spook definitely took delight in 
taunting the Dark Knight, even 
saying, “Here | ат," patronizing the 
hero. 

I’m curious to see whether my 
suspicions are correct. | believe that 
one of the guests in the mansion is 
the killer. However, that would make 
two of the most influential 
entrepreneurs on the face of the 
Earth in attendance highly skilled in 
subterfuge and martial arts. 
Hhhmmm... Well, Bruce is опе, so 
who's the other? 


RICH TALSON 
MONTGOMERY, AL 


Paul Johnson did do an excellent 
job on LEGENDS OF THE DARK 
KNIGHT, didn't he? Glad to see you 
did like it. 

є 
Dear ГОТОК, 

When аге ме going to see тоге 
villains in here? When | say that, І 
mean characters like the Joker, the 
Mad Hatter, or Two-Face? These 
guys are the real Batman villains! 
The Spook was OK, but I'd just 
about give anything to see Talia 
really go all out against the Dark 
Knight! 

Anyway, now that | have that out 
of my system, let me tell you that | 
really enjoyed LEGENDS OF THE 
DARK KNIGHT #102. The Batman’s 


words were haunting: “It's the wind. 
Just the wind. And the snow is just 


frozen water. That's what | tell 
myself.” 

You know what that means? 
Batman’s scared! He's frightened not 
for himself, but the fact that his 
science may not provide all of the 
answers. He's afraid that there might 
be something out there that can’t 
be explained by his cave laboratory. 
He's scared that he's come up 
against a foe that can't be batarang- 
ed into unconsciousness. And you 
know what? He’s got good reason. 


RON CASE 
ADDRESS WITHHELD 


Pare 
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Dear LOTDK, 

Гуе always been a big fan of 
James Robinson, so when | read that 
he was doing an arc in LEGENDS OF 
THE DARK KNIGHT, | made sure to 
get a copy. James is adept at really 
fleshing out super-hero characters, 
especially in such masterpieces аз 
THE GOLDEN AGE and STARMAN. 
So, for him to get a chance to ply 
his craft at Batman? I’m there! 

Part one of “Spook” promises 
great things. Already, we see that 
Batman is not in the best of spots. 
Нез hindered not only by the 
blitzkrieg attack from the Spook, but 
also by the fact that he must protect 
four headstrong people, wealthy 
individuals who probably are more 
used to giving orders, not taking 
them. He definitely has his work cut 
out for him! 

The artwork was terrific. The shot 
of Batman on page ten, panel one, 
where he's racing forward to save 
Gracy, is amazing. The way the color 
subtly streaks off his cape looks 
amazing. And the shadows, though 
appearing to be randomly placed, 
create the feel that the darkness is 
creeping up on the Dark Knight. 

Batman’s battle with Darwin was 
also pretty cool. #5 not often you 
see the Dark Knight manhandled like 
that. For a minute there, | really 
thought he was going to beat 
Batman! Thankfully, the Batman 
triumphs in the end. The Spook, 
however, really surprised me! Not 
only was he able to keep the hero 
off-balance, but the Spook 
manipulated him into nearly killing 
himself. Wow, when was the last 
time you ever saw that from the 
Dark Knight? 

So who did the killing? Well, all 
five people were in the room when 
Sam Vaughn died. And, presumably, 


David Gracy is talking to the real 
Spook at the same time. So, it's 
doubtful that anyone at the 
gathering did the killing. With all the 
servants dead as well, that probably 
means that the killer did not 
infiltrate the wait staff. Whoever the 
Spook is, | don't believe we've seen 
him before. 

Anyway, thanks for a great issue. 
The next two are going to be simply 
incredible. 


JEREMY STEVENSON 
DETROIT, MI 


Jeremy, you were right, it wasn’t any 
of the survivors. If you want to see 
another James Robinson tale in a 
different vein, keep your eye out for 
the 80-Page GREEN LANTERN 
GIANT coming out soon. His story 
features Alan Scott and his 
relationship with the Harlequin. 
—Chuck Kim 
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